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         Chair Update  

Welcome to the Spring issue of the IFIC Newsletter.  The IFIC Board held its spring meeting in Krakow, 
Poland, and we are excited about some recent global activities for infection prevention and control. In 
February, I represented IFIC at a meeting of the Global Infection Prevention and Control Network 
(GIPCN), organized by WHO’s Infection Prevention and Control Global Unit, at the WHO Headquarters 
in Geneva, 
Switzerland. (See 
picture of 
participants below). 
Led by Dr. Benedetta 
Allegranzi, Claire 
Kilpatrick, and Julie 
Storr, network 
member 
organizations 
discussed and gave 
input to the 
identification of 
priorities in countries 
where IPC is in early 
development, and in 
countries where IPC 
is advanced; the 
importance of 
embedding IPC 
perspectives into quality/patient safety programmes; the importance of IPC as a key for the prevention of 
antimicrobial resistance; and identification of top research priorities for IPC. It was wonderful to hear the 
insights of all participants, and we look forward to bringing you new information as it becomes available 
in the near future. Please note the dates of the 2017 IFIC Congress: 27-30 September, in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. There is an exciting programme being planned for you, and we hope many of you will be able to 
attend. Speakers from Latin America and international settings will be on hand to share the latest findings 
in infection control topics. You will find details about the conference at the IFIC website. 
 
This letter also highlights activities of  the organization over 2016 that have not previously been in E-
News. In 2016, IFIC continued carrying out its mission to facilitate international networking in order to 
improve the prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections worldwide. We completed 2016 
with 52 full member societies and 4 affiliate members, representing 48 countries. These members can be 
seen on the IFIC website (www.theific.org). In addition, there are 91 Associate (individual) IFIC 
Members in 34 countries.  (continued on page 2)  
 

 
 
 

                        
http://www.facebook.com/theific                                          @theific 

Terrie Lee 
Chair, 2017 
IFIC Board 

http://www.theific.org
http://www.facebook.com/theific
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Chair’s report continued.  
 
Under the leadership of Carolina Giuffre, IFIC Education Committee Chair, the IFIC Mentorship/Exchange Schol-
arship programme is continuing. IFIC has  received applications  from 8 countries during the 2016 call for applica-
tions. Awards for this programme will be announced in the spring of 2017. This project grants scholarships so that 
candidates from countries with limited resources are matched with a mentor with expertise. This  mentorship al-
lows for hands-on exchange of useful information and development of methods for improvement in reducing HAIs 
around the world  
 
Nizam Damani, of the UK, completed many years of service to IFIC during 2016.  He had previously been on the 
IFIC Board, where he served as Treasurer from 2002-2009.  Most recently, he had been our Membership Commit-
tee Chair. His infection control expertise is recognized around the world, and his skills and devotion to IFIC re-
main important gifts to our organization. We will miss his contributions and influence greatly.   
 

In 2016, Candace Friedman, from the USA, turned over her responsibilities as chair of the Publications Committee 
to IFIC Board Member, Jeanne Pfeiffer. Candy was co-editor of the 2007 and 2011 editions and editor of the 2016 
edition of Basic Concepts. Additionally, she produced the IFIC e-Newsletter for our organization since 2006.  
Candy also served on or chaired the Elections Committee for IFIC. Her knowledge of IFIC’s members and its 
work, have been a treasure to the board and to her friends. Her insights and involvement are greatly appreciated. 
 
At the end of 2016, Abimbola Sowande, of Nigeria, completed her term of service on the IFIC Board.  She repre-
sented infection control societies in Africa, and she was very involved with efforts to improve membership ser-
vices to our members.  Her thoughtful contributions will be significantly missed. We look forward to our work in 
2017, with a new board member from Kenya, Linus Ndegwa, representing African societies, and we welcome him 
to the board. 
 
See the feature article in this E-News about the IFIC journal whose Editor is Kathy Suh.  
 
Thank you for all you do to improve patient safety by preventing infections around the world! If you have ques-
tions about this or any other IFIC issues, please contact me. Terrie B. Lee, IFIC Chair  tleewv@msn.com  

 

 

  

2017 IFIC  Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IFIC 2017 will be held in association with Associação Paulista de Epidemiologia e Controle de Infecção 
Relacionada à Assistência à Saúde in the beautiful city of Sao Paolo, Brazil. The Centro de Convenções 

Rebouças (Conference Center) is the site. More details will be released later in 2017 at  
http://theific.org/ific2017update/  

http://theific.org/ific2017update/
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The International Journal of Infection Control (IJIC) – our 
fully open access journal continues to be published quarterly. 

Editor Kathy Suh, of Canada, has been focusing efforts on im-
proving the turnaround time between submission of manu-

scripts and the final publication decision. IJIC welcomes sub-
missions that cover topics of interest related to infection con-

trol, especially from low and middle resource settings, and en-
courages members of IFIC societies to submit their research 

and practice findings to IJIC (www.ijic.info). 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Kathy Suh, Editor 
 

INVITATION TO SUBMIT MANUSCRIPTS 
 

We invite you to submit your manuscripts to be considered for publication in the International Journal of 
Infection Control (IJIC). The aim of the journal is to provide a forum for infection control (IC) professionals 
to disseminate research and practice information and encourage IC initiatives on an international level. 
 
The journal is fully electronic and can be accessed at http://www.ijic.info. The submission is performed 
online and you can keep track of the whole process in the authors’ section of the IJIC website.  You may ac-
cess more information for authors about the categories of manuscripts that we are seeking at the web site 
above.  We are looking forward to your submissions 

2017 

http://www.ijic.info
http://www.ijic.info
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The 2016 edition of IFIC Basic Concepts of Infection Control is now available at http://theific.org/basic 
-concepts-book/. This 3rd edition builds on its predecessors, enhancing and updating in a scientific way 
the knowledge required as a foundation on which local policies and procedures can be developed. All 
English language chapters have been reviewed and brought up-to-date by an international panel of ex-

perts; several new chapters have been added to ensure this new edition provides a sound comprehensive 
knowledge base. As before, the infection prevention and control principles set out in this book are appli-
cable to all health care settings, however, particularly to areas where infection prevention and control is 

still in its infancy.  
 

The 2011 Edition is available in Spanish, Italian, French, Hungarian, Arabic and Bulgarian thanks to 
BD,  

Meiko, IFIC Board members, and our member societies.  

 

 

Latin American Campaign “Goodbye Pneumonias”.   

The international initiative "Adiós Neumonías" 
a multi-country quality improvement collabo-
rative promoted by the International Consorti-
um for Innovation, Quality and Safety in 
Health (CLICSS), aims at reducing the rate of 
ventilator-associated pneumonias (VAP) in 
Latin American intensive care units (ICUs) 
through the adoption of evidence-based bun-
dles of care for the management of mechanical-
ly ventilated patients, coupled with education 

through virtual bi-weekly learning sessions, and continuous feedback.  54 ICUs of 16 hospitals of 4 dif-
ferent Latin American are currently participating on the first phase of the initiative, which ends in April 
of this year. Building on the success of the first phase in reducing the rate of VAPs and improving pa-
tient safety, this initiative will launch its second phase later this year. Latin American ICUs are invited 
to join the initiative. Visit out website to learn more about the initiative: http://www.clicss.org/adios-

http://theific.org/basic%20-concepts-book/
http://theific.org/basic%20-concepts-book/
http://www.clicss.org/adios-neumonias/
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Featured Member Society from Region G: 
SPIC-Egypt  

"SPIC-Egypt is a registered member Society of IFIC since September 2009. 

Its vision and mission have been identi-
fied as working for networking of In-
fection Prevention and Control along 
health care organizations in Egypt, 
highlighting the theme "Prevention is 
better than cure". SPIC-Egypt annual 
congress is conducted at the last quarter 
every year. Workshops are now the 
main activity either joined to the annual 
conference or as separate event. 

On February 2017, a very specialized workshop under 
the title: Role of IPC laboratory in hospital epidemiolo-

gy" was targeting 
IPC professionals. 
Participants were 
from many hospi-
tals in Egypt and 
they gave a very 
positive feedback 
about how im-
portant to have an 
IPC lab in our 
healthcare set-
tings." 
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Clean Care is Safer Care 

SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands 

Campaign 5 May 2017 

   Sign Up! 

Fight antibiotic resistance - it's in your hands' 

WHO urges you to focus on the fight against antibiotic resistance in the context of hand hygiene 

and infection prevention and control (IPC) programmes. You can do this by supporting the 5 May 

2017 calls to action. Hand hygiene is at the core of effective IPC to combat antibiotic resistance, 

and campaigning each year on or around 5 May is one important part of improving behaviour to-

wards IPC best practices. This year the campaign materials are all co-branded with ‘Antibiotics, 

handle with care’ to demonstrate unity between antimicrobial resistance and IPC efforts. 

Who we want action to be taken by: 

 we want health workers to clean their hands at the right times, building on hand hygiene improve-
ment efforts made up to now; 

 we want chief executive officers and managers to support hand hygiene campaigning and infec-
tion prevention and control programmes, to protect patients from antibiotic-resistant infections; 

 we want IPC leaders to lead hand hygiene campaigning and start their journey of meeting the core 
components for infection prevention and control; 

we want policy makers to stop antibiotic resistance spread by demonstrating national 

support and commitment to infection prevention." 

Please access campaign resources http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/2017/en/ 

Sign Up!     http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/register/en/ 

 Are you a hospital or health-care facility
1
 wanting to improve infection control? 

If so, register your interest now! 

Hospitals and health-care facilities throughout the world are invited to take part in a global initiative, 

to continue to raise hand hygiene awareness, to move action to the point of care, and to reduce 

health care-associated infection (HAI). 

Be part of a global movement to improve hand hygiene; receive acknowledgement of this from 

WHO. 

 Join a network of countries that have already committed to sustained hand hygiene campaigning. 

 Be one of the leaders helping to prevent HAI in your country; subsequently saving lives. 

 Get support for moving from commitment to action at the point of patient care. 

 Have the opportunity to share your knowledge and successes with others. 

 Demonstrate your commitment to making patient safety THE No 1 priority.  

 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/2017/en/
http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/register/en/
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Call for expressions of interest to collaborate with IFIC in the scientific or-
ganization of its International Conference in 2020 

IFIC invites expressions of interest from European Member Societies who are interested in having 
the IFIC International Conference scheduled for 2020, held within their country, and to collaborate 
with IFIC in its organization. 
 
IFIC European conferences are normally held between February and April of every year. Neverthe-
less, exceptions and compromises may be possible, especially related to weather and clashes with 
other major conferences in the region/globally. 
 
The conference format will include plenary sessions, as well as concurrent sessions that may be pre-
sented in a workshop or other participative arrangement, or in parallel lecture sessions.  To support 
this, we require a conference center or hotel with at least 1 room capable of housing a plenary of 400 
attendees, which can then be split into 3 rooms, each capable of holding up to 12-15 round tables, 
each seating 10 people (total 120-140 max per room, plus area with all A/V facilities and whiteboard/
flipchart). 
 
In order to submit an expression of interest, please provide information on: 

Name of IFIC Member Society 
Name of contact person and email address 
Suggestions about the city/cities in your country where the conference could be held as well as 

possible conference venues and dates (preferably in March) 
Recent infection prevention and control conferences held by the member society 

When and where were they held? 
How many attendees were present? 
Were these only doctors or was the audience multi-disciplinary? 
What was the registration fee? 
An estimate of the number of delegates from the region, including neighboring countries 

that can be confidently expected to participate in the IFIC 2020 conference? 
Information about visa requirements for delegates, especially for those outside Europe 
 

Expressions of interest should be sent to tleewv@msn.com, no later than 15 July 2017. 
The Conferences Committee will make a recommendation to the Executive and the Board, based on 
the expressions of interest received and an assessment of the adequacy of suggested facilities, etc.  
The final decision will be communicated by the IFIC Board by 30 November 2017. 
Once decided, a Memorandum of Understanding will be signed by IFIC and the Member Society, 
formalizing and clarifying their respective tasks in the organization of the congress, and the benefits 
each party will be entitled to, based on this planned collaboration. 
 
IFIC will: 
 

Organize the conference in collaboration with the chosen Member Society 
Own the full rights of the event 
Entrust its Congress Organizer to act as the core conference organizing agency and to undertake 

all organization issues relevant to the running of this event. These include all aspects related 
to: 

Registration of delegates 
Venue arrangements (including catering, etc.) except where explicitly agreed beforehand 
Hotel coordination 

mailto:tleewv@msn.com
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Call for expressions of interest to collaborate with IFIC in the scientific or-
ganization of its International Conference in 2020 (continued) 

Sponsor contracting and invoicing, allocation of booth locations and all other logistic 
issues related to the exhibitions 

Preparatory and administrative activities normally related to the organization and run-
ning of an international conference 

Extensively disseminate information about the conference among all our members and use 
IFIC’s channels to attract international attendees 

Advertise and pay for a number of scholarships to the conference. These will be open to all 
IFIC member societies and adjudicated by the IFIC scholarships committee 

Be ultimately responsible for the collation of the academic program, allocation of scholarships 
and choice of posters and delegate free papers 

 
The collaborating Member Society will: 
 

Suggest to the IFIC Conferences Committee potential venues where the conference could be 
held and be consulted in the process of deciding the final choice 

Participate actively in preparations for the scientific program of the conference. To this end, it 
will nominate a member/s to the Conferences Committee, as well as reviewers for scholar-
ship and free paper abstract submissions. 

Promote the meeting amongst the local members, and within the region through regular an-
nouncements by mail and/or email dissemination 

Send out the conference sponsorship manual to its own company mailing list and use its per-
sonal contacts to invite exhibitors to the conference 

Undertake translation of the conference web page and the website registration pages into the 
local language, if it deems this to be necessary 

 
Benefits for the collaborating Member Society: 
 

Society members have the option of benefiting from a reduced preferential registration fee. 
This reduced fee should be given only to paid up members of the Society and, if taken up, 
will be collected directly by the Society and then transferred to the Conference Organizer. 

The Society may organize a pre-Conference one day course or meeting for its members. IFIC 
will cover the cost related to venue and audio-visual equipment, but all other costs for this 
pre-event including those related to its organization, speaker expenses, catering, etc. must 
be borne by the Society, which will take full responsibility for the local logistics related to 
the running of this event. 

The Society may appoint a local organizer to organize this pre-conference event. In all cases, 
full communication and agreement with the IFIC Conference Organizer must be undertak-
en in all preparations for this event. Furthermore, in order to ensure a smooth running, and 
to avoid confusion at the Conference site, the Conference Organizer shall be informed of 
all plans, numbers, catering needs, speakers and A/V needs at least 2 weeks prior to the 
event. 

The society will receive 100% of net revenues generated from companies exhibiting only for 
the pre-conference course day. 

The Society is also free to source additional sponsorship revenues from local or international 
companies. In such cases, profit sharing arrangements will take into account expenses in-
curred by both parties, and will be agreed beforehand. 

 
PLEASE send all replies and information to: tleewv@msn.com no later than 15 July 2017. 

mailto:tleewv@msn.com
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SAVE THE DATES! 

Seventeenth International Congress of the Interna-
tional Federation of Infection Control  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 
27-30 September 201 
http://theific.org/ific2017update/  
 

APIC’s 44rd Annual Conference  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Portland, Oregon, USA   
14-16 June 2017   
www.APIC.org  

IPAC Canada 2017 Annual Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island 18-21 June 2017 where 
we will celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday!  
http://www.ipac-canada.org/ 

IPS Annual Conference: Infection Prevention 2017  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18th – 20th September, Manchester, UK  

 
http://www.ips.uk.net/education-events/annual-
conf2017-home-page/  
 

17th Annual Argentine Congress on Patient Safety, 
Infection Control and Epidemiology 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Buenos Aires, Argentina     11-12, September 2017 
www.adeci.org.ar 

Infection Control Society of Taiwan (ICST)  
30th International Congress of Chemotherapy and 
Infection (ICC) 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24-27, November 2017     www.icc2017.tw 

Annual Congress of the DGKH - 

14th Congress on Hospital Hygiene 

 

 
18 to 21 March 2018  
Berlin Mitte, Maritim Hotel (Stauffenbergstrasse), Germany. 
Watch for further information. 

 

http://theific.org/ific2017update/
http://www.apic.org
http://www.ipac-canada.org/
http://www.ips.uk.net/education-events/annual-conf2017-home-page/
http://www.ips.uk.net/education-events/annual-conf2017-home-page/
http://www.adeci.org.ar
http://www.icc2017.tw/


27th European Congress of Clinical Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vienna, Austria, 22 - 25 April 2017.http://www.eccmid.org/ 

VHIG congres: Infectiepreventie, in volle 

vaart vooruit! Netherlands:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotterdam, 5. – 6. April 2017 

http://www.vhig-congres.nl/ 

24. DOSCH Symposium:Austria: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 -  17. Mai 2017 in Velden am Wörthersee http://
oeghmp.at/events/dosch2017/  

HIS Spring Meeting: UK: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
27 April 2017 The Rep Birmingham 
https://www.his.org.uk/events/his-spring-
meeting/ 

XXVIIIe Congrès National de la Société Française 
d’Hygiène Hospitalière: France 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 - 9 June 2017 Nice, France  

https://sf2h.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SF2H-
Programme-preliminaire.pdf 

Conferenza Nazionale Medice cura te 
ipsum: le vaccinazioni nell’operatore 

sanitario: Italy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pisa, Italy, 24. – 27. March 2017 http://
www.simpios.eu/2017/03/24/conferenza-
nazionale-medice-cura-te-ipsum-le-
vaccinazioni-nelloperatore-sanitario/ 
 

XIX National Congress and VIII Internacional 
SEMPSPH:  Spain:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valencia, 14. – 16- June 2017 

http://www.sempsph2017.org/event_detail/5483/detail/xix-
congreso-nacional-y-viii-internacional-de-la-sempsph.html 

HIS 2018: UK: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liverpool, England 26-28, November 2018 
https://www.his.org.uk/events/his-2018/ 
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http://www.sempsph2017.org/event_detail/5483/detail/xix-congreso-nacional-y-viii-internacional-de-la-sempsph.html
http://www.sempsph2017.org/event_detail/5483/detail/xix-congreso-nacional-y-viii-internacional-de-la-sempsph.html
https://www.his.org.uk/events/his-2018/
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As  in  the  past  our  community of  users  drive  what  we  provide:  the National Resource  for Infection 
Control has now received a ‘face-lift’  using a new cutting edge technology and will be re- launched as 
the ‘International Resource for Infection Control (iNRIC) 2015 as part of International Infection Preven-
tion Week 2016.   

 
A research grant "NRIC meets ICAN" has also enabled us to reach out to our international col-
leagues in Africa. A survey study identifying infection prevention and control information needs of 
healthcare staff in Africa led the expansion of the evidence-based resources on iNRIC to support infection 
control professionals with local resources at the point of care in Africa. We also have exciting developments 
underway using mobile technology, apps and game-based training.  www.nric.org.uk   

 
 
 
ProMED - the Program 
for Monitoring Emerging 
Diseases - is an Internet-
based reporting system 
dedicated to rapid global 
dissemination of infor-

mation on outbreaks of infectious diseases and acute exposures to toxins that affect human health, in-
cluding those in animals and in plants grown for food or animal feed. Electronic communications ena-
ble ProMED to provide up-to-date and reliable news about threats to human, animal, and food plant 
health around the world, seven days a week.   
  

If you are not currently a subscriber, you can sign up for ProMED for free at: Subscribe  Readers can 
follow all of the ProMED networks  on Twitter and Facebook by clicking related icons on each of the 

network webpages. Start at: www.promedmail.org.  

 
Avenues to Access PROMED 

 
 

http://www.nric.org.uk
http://www.promedmail.org/aboutus/

