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         Chair Update  

Message from the Chair 
 
Greetings from the IFIC Board! We are continuing to participate with the WHO’s Global Infection 
Prevention and Control (GIPC) Network, and many plans are being made to promote the development of 
effective infection prevention and control programmes worldwide. A meeting was held in Geneva in 
June, and a conference call was held on 20 July.  One area of discussion was the WHO World Antibiotic 
Awareness Week (13-19 November 2017). A strong focus of the campaign this year is on infection 
prevention and control. Good IPC programmes reduce the spread of multidrug resistant organisms. For 
materials to use during Antibiotic Awareness Week, see this link:  http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-
antibiotic-awareness-week/en/.  We will keep you updated on all the GIPC Network activities. 
 
The WHO has released an Infection Prevention and Control Assessment Tool version 2 (IPCAT2). This 
is a tool that aims to support national-level assessment of the WHO Guidelines on Core Components of 
IPC Progammes; it is applicable in all countries. It is an Excel-based tool which enables national teams to 
undertake a baseline assessment to guide improvement activities. Together with an instruction booklet, 
these new resources can be found here: http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/tools/core-components/
en/  They are located alongside the national-level practical manual that was launched earlier in 2017. 
Later this year, facility tools will also be made available.  
 
The IFIC Board reviewed applications for the 2017 IFIC Mentor Scholarship programme. This year’s 
selection was Dr. Mandiangu Nsungu, Medical Health Officer at Prairie North Health Region in 
Saskatchewan, Canada. Formerly of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Dr. Nsungu will be returning 
there to St. Luc Hospital of Kisantu, where he will assist in building the hospital IPC programme. 
Congratulations to Dr. Nsungu! We look forward to hearing of his experiences, and wish him much 
success in this endeavor. 
 
The IFIC Annual Conference will be held in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 27-30 September 2017. Many speakers 
from Brazil, as well as international speakers, will be presenting the latest information about IPC. This 
conference will also include oral papers, poster presentations, and dedicated times to see many IPC 
products and devices shown by supporting vendors. Colleagues will have many opportunities to network 
with each other. In addition, WHO will report on the progress they have made with IPC initiatives. More 
information can be found on our website (http://www.theific.org). The IFIC board will also be meeting in 
Sao Paulo, and we anticipate a well-attended and exciting conference. We look forward to seeing many 
of you there! 
Thank you to everyone your hard work in your infection prevention and control systems around the 
world. You bring improved health to many patients every day through your efforts in our profession! 

If you have questions about this or any other IFIC issues, please contact me. Terrie B. Lee, IFIC Chair  
tleewv@msn.com  

                        
http://www.facebook.com/theific                                          @theific 

Terrie Lee 
Chair, 2017 
IFIC Board 

http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-antibiotic-awareness-week/en/
http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-antibiotic-awareness-week/en/
http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/tools/core-components/en/
http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/tools/core-components/en/
http://www.theific.org
http://www.facebook.com/theific
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Professor Graham Ayliffe Obituary: 
A Founding Father of IFIC   

 
It is with great sadness that the International Federation of Infection Control community received the 
news of the death of Professor Graham Ayliffe, who passed away in hospital on Monday 22nd May 
2017 at the age of 91 years. 
Graham Ayliffe, one of the Founding Fathers of 
IFIC, studied medicine at Bristol University joining 
the Department of Pathology at Bristol Royal Infir-
mary in 1955 where he worked under Professor Wil-
liam Gillespie, before moving  to the Hammersmith 
Hospital in 1963. He was awarded an MD from the 
University of Bristol. 
Professor Ayliffe had a distinguished trajectory, as 
he is internationally recognised for his work at the 
Hospital Infection Research laboratory (HIRL) 
(currently City Hospital in Birmingham), where he 
was a core contributor to Professor Edward Low-
bury's team, and responsible for the day-to-day run-
ning of the Laboratory. In 1980 he was appointed as 
Director of same, until his retirement in 1994. 
His well known book Control of Hospital Infection, 
was first published in 1975, and is now in its 5th Edi-
tion, an invaluable companion to those working in 
the field of IP&C.  
He was one of the founders of the Healthcare Infec-
tion Society, and served as its first Chair (1980 – 
1984), as President (1988 - 1994), and also as the 
first Editor of the Journal of Hospital Infection 
(JHI).  During his exceptional career, he was also 
Chair/president of Infection Control Nurses Associa-
tion ( now IPS)-UK, and Chair of Central Sterilising 
Club ( CSC )-UK. 
Graham Ayliffe was passionate about training and 
education, and a great believer in offering nurses the best training possible. He developed one of the 
first training programmes for IC Nurses, setting up EN 329 course in Birmingham, UK. 
Recognizing the need for international collaboration, and together with colleagues from the USA, 
South Africa  and Sweden, he helped establish the International Federation of Infection Control (IFIC). 
His leadership was crucial to the development of a platform for international collaboration and network 
amongst ICP professionals across the globe. He became IFIC’s Chair from 1993 to 1996, developed its 
Newsletter (now grown into the Society’s Journal IJIC), and contributed extensively to the Basic Con-
cepts in Infection Control book.   
His lifetime work in research, education and support are recognized by IFIC in the Graham Ayliffe  
Certificate of Lifetime Achievement, which was set up in his name, and is awarded to those who made 
important contributions to infection prevention and control across the globe. It was a great pleasure to 
his many friends that he was able to attend the IFIC Conference in Malta as recently as 2014, where the 
Certificate was given to one of his successors at the HRL and the CSC. 
His wife Janet, who accompanied him on so many visits to IFIC, survives him. On behalf of IFIC, we 
would like to express our sincere condolences to Janet and their family at this time.  
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The International Journal of Infection Control (IJIC) our fully open access journal continues to be published 
quarterly. Editor Kathy Suh, of Canada, has been focusing efforts on improving the turnaround time between 
submission of manuscripts and the final publication decision. IJIC welcomes submissions that cover topics 

of interest related to infection control, especially from low and middle resource settings, and encourages 
members of IFIC societies to submit their research and practice findings to IJIC (www.ijic.info).  

 
INVITATION TO SUBMIT MANUSCRIPT 

 

We invite you to submit your manuscripts to be considered for publication in the International Journal of 
Infection Control (IJIC). The aim of the journal is to provide a forum for infection control (IC) professionals 
to disseminate research and practice information and encourage IC initiatives on an international level. 
 
The journal is fully electronic and can be accessed at http://www.ijic.info. The submission is performed 
online and you can keep track of the whole process in the authors’ section of the IJIC website.  You may ac-
cess more information for authors about the categories of manuscripts that we are seeking at the web site 
above.  We are looking forward to your submissions 

http://www.ijic.info
http://www.ijic.info
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Featured Member Society from Region B: 
IPAC-Canada 

 
Infection Prevention and Control Canada (IPAC Canada) is a multidisciplinary organization 
for health professionals and others involved in the prevention and control of infections. 
Membership includes professionals in acute care settings, long term care, community and 
public health, emergency services, epidemiology, and mental health, to name a few. IPAC 
Canada (formerly CHICA-Canada) was founded in 1976, and is a non-profit association of 
approximately 1575 members, governed by an elected board of directors and managed by an 
executive director and staff. Members come from all Canadian provinces and territories as 
well as many international countries. Twenty-one local chapters provide additional support, 
education opportunities, information, and networking opportunities. In addition, there are 12 
special interest groups that meet regularly for networking and education.  
IFIC 
CHICA Canada was a founding member of IFIC, attending its inaugural meeting in 1987. 
The President of CHICA Canada (now IPAC Canada) is the official liaison with IFIC.  
Since 2004, our organization has nominated and supported a member to assist the IFIC 
Board, including in the role of Secretary to the Board: Moira Walker (1997-2005), Carol 
Goldman (2006-2014) and Donna Moralejo (2015-2020).  IPAC Canada has been proud to 
support IFIC and has provided its expertise and consultancy over the years as requested.  
Until recently, the international calendar of education events was hosted through the IPAC 
Canada website. 
IPAC Canada Annual Run/Walk for IFIC 
The first annual Run/Walk for IFIC was held at the IPAC Canada (then CHICA Canada) 
conference in London, Ontario in 2006.  A photo from the inaugural Run/Walk shows the 
late Moira Walker who represented IFIC at the event.  Twenty enthusiastic participants 
raised over $4,000 for the scholarship program at IFIC.  
Since 2006, 

IPAC Canada 

has donated 

approximately 

$40,000 CAD 

to the IFIC 

scholarship. 

IPAC Canada 

and IFIC 

launched the 

IPAC Canada 

Scholarship to 

which IPAC 

Canada has 

been contrib-

uting annually 

through the 

Run/Walk for 

IFIC.   
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Featured Member Society from Region B: 
IPAC-Canada 

 
The 2017 Run/Walk for IFIC was held in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.  The 5k Run and 
2.5K Walk traveled through the beautiful and historic birthplace of Canada.  The sea of red and white 
throughout the conference paid tribute to Canada’s 150th Birthday.  Forty-one participants braved the 

harbour winds 
and slight rain, 
culminating in a 
breakfast spon-
sored by Deb-
Med.  Many 
thanks are due to 
the local chapter, 
IPAC New 
Brunswick/Prince 
Edward Island, 
for their dedica-
tion to a very fun 
Run/Walk for 
IFIC.  
 
Over the years, 
the annual Run/

Walk has become a conference tradition that creates a significant 
start to conference networking.  Runners and Walkers are not neces-
sarily athletes but are attendees looking for a fun way to meet other 
attendees and to support IFIC.  Many local colleagues often join in 
the fun.  
 
IPAC Canada is an enthusiastic and dedicated member of IFIC, sup-
porting the goals and objectives of IFIC 
 
Winning attendees in 2017: 
 
Fastest Female Runner- 
 Merisa Fernandez 
 
Fastest Male Runner- 
 Dave Filgiano 
 
Fastest Walker- 
 Leslie Walker Rice 
 
Most fundraising- 
 Jim Gauthier (Braveheart) 
 

.   
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Call for expressions of interest to collaborate with IFIC in the scientific or-
ganization of its International Conference in 2020 

IFIC invites expressions of interest from European Member Societies who are interested in having 
the IFIC International Conference scheduled for 2020, held within their country, and to collaborate 
with IFIC in its organization. 
 
IFIC European conferences are normally held between February and April of every year. Neverthe-
less, exceptions and compromises may be possible, especially related to weather and clashes with 
other major conferences in the region/globally. 
 
The conference format will include plenary sessions, as well as concurrent sessions that may be pre-
sented in a workshop or other participative arrangement, or in parallel lecture sessions. To support 
this, we require a conference center or hotel with at least 1 room capable of housing a plenary of 400 
attendees, which can then be split into 3 rooms, each capable of holding up to 12-15 round tables, 
each seating 10 people (total 120-140 max per room, plus area with all A/V facilities and whiteboard/
flipchart). 
 
In order to submit an expression of interest, please provide information on: 

Name of IFIC Member Society 
Name of contact person and email address 
Suggestions about the city/cities in your country where the conference could be held as well as 

possible conference venues and dates (preferably in March) 
Recent infection prevention and control conferences held by the member society 

When and where were they held? 
How many attendees were present? 
Were these only doctors or was the audience multi-disciplinary? 
What was the registration fee? 
An estimate of the number of delegates from the region, including neighboring countries 

that can be confidently expected to participate in the IFIC 2020 conference? 
Information about visa requirements for delegates, especially for those outside Europe 
 

Expressions of interest should be sent to tleewv@msn.com, no later than 31 August, 2017. 
The Conferences Committee will make a recommendation to the Executive and the Board, based on 
the expressions of interest received and an assessment of the adequacy of suggested facilities, etc.  
The final decision will be communicated by the IFIC Board by 30 November 2017. 
Once decided, a Memorandum of Understanding will be signed by IFIC and the Member Society, 
formalizing and clarifying their respective tasks in the organization of the congress, and the benefits 
each party will be entitled to, based on this planned collaboration. 
 
IFIC will: 
 

Organize the conference in collaboration with the chosen Member Society 
Own the full rights of the event 
Entrust its Congress Organizer to act as the core conference organizing agency and to undertake 

all organization issues relevant to the running of this event. These include all aspects related 
to: 

Registration of delegates 
Venue arrangements (including catering, etc.) except where explicitly agreed beforehand 
Hotel coordination 

mailto:tleewv@msn.com
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Call for expressions of interest to collaborate with IFIC in the scientific or-
ganization of its International Conference in 2020 (continued) 

Sponsor contracting and invoicing, allocation of booth locations and all other logistic 
issues related to the exhibitions 

Preparatory and administrative activities normally related to the organization and run-
ning of an international conference 

Extensively disseminate information about the conference among all our members and use 
IFIC’s channels to attract international attendees 

Advertise and pay for a number of scholarships to the conference. These will be open to all 
IFIC member societies and adjudicated by the IFIC scholarships committee 

Be ultimately responsible for the collation of the academic program, allocation of scholarships 
and choice of posters and delegate free papers 

 
The collaborating Member Society will: 
 

Suggest to the IFIC Conferences Committee potential venues where the conference could be 
held and be consulted in the process of deciding the final choice 

Participate actively in preparations for the scientific program of the conference. To this end, it 
will nominate a member/s to the Conferences Committee, as well as reviewers for scholar-
ship and free paper abstract submissions. 

Promote the meeting amongst the local members, and within the region through regular an-
nouncements by mail and/or email dissemination 

Send out the conference sponsorship manual to its own company mailing list and use its per-
sonal contacts to invite exhibitors to the conference 

Undertake translation of the conference web page and the website registration pages into the 
local language, if it deems this to be necessary 

 
Benefits for the collaborating Member Society: 
 

Society members have the option of benefiting from a reduced preferential registration fee. 
This reduced fee should be given only to paid up members of the Society and, if taken up, 
will be collected directly by the Society and then transferred to the Conference Organizer. 

The Society may organize a pre-Conference one day course or meeting for its members. IFIC 
will cover the cost related to venue and audio-visual equipment, but all other costs for this 
pre-event including those related to its organization, speaker expenses, catering, etc. must 
be borne by the Society, which will take full responsibility for the local logistics related to 
the running of this event. 

The Society may appoint a local organizer to organize this pre-conference event. In all cases, 
full communication and agreement with the IFIC Conference Organizer must be undertak-
en in all preparations for this event. Furthermore, in order to ensure a smooth running, and 
to avoid confusion at the Conference site, the Conference Organizer shall be informed of 
all plans, numbers, catering needs, speakers and A/V needs at least 2 weeks prior to the 
event. 

The society will receive 100% of net revenues generated from companies exhibiting only for 
the pre-conference course day. 

The Society is also free to source additional sponsorship revenues from local or international 
companies. In such cases, profit sharing arrangements will take into account expenses in-
curred by both parties, and will be agreed beforehand. 

 
PLEASE send all replies and information to: tleewv@msn.com no later than 31 August,  2017. 

mailto:tleewv@msn.com
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World Antibiotic Awareness 
Week 

13-19 November 2017 

 

-World Antibiotic Awareness Week  

http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-antibiotic-awareness-week/2017/event/en/
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The 2016 edition of IFIC Basic Concepts of Infection Control is now available at http://theific.org/basic 
-concepts-book/. This 3rd edition builds on its predecessors, enhancing and updating in a scientific way 
the knowledge required as a foundation on which local policies and procedures can be developed. All 
English language chapters have been reviewed and brought up-to-date by an international panel of ex-

perts; several new chapters have been added to ensure this new edition provides a sound comprehensive 
knowledge base. As before, the infection prevention and control principles set out in this book are appli-
cable to all health care settings, however, particularly to areas where infection prevention and control is 

still in its infancy.  
 

The 2011 Edition is available in Spanish, Italian, French, Hungarian, Arabic and Bulgarian thanks to 
BD,  

Meiko, IFIC Board members, and our member societies.  

 

http://theific.org/basic%20-concepts-book/
http://theific.org/basic%20-concepts-book/
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http://theific.org/ific2017update/  

http://theific.org/ific2017update/
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April 25 to 27th is now firmly in the calendar for the 2018 IFIC Conference in the beau-
tiful and historic city of Krakow.  For the first time IFIC will be launching a new ap-
proach to its Conference, with a series of high level, active participation one day and 
half day teaching interactive workshops, in parallel with our more traditional symposia,  
keynote lectures and debates. Further preliminary details available at the IFIC website. 
www.IFIC2018.com 

http://www.IFIC2018.com
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SAVE THE DATES! 

17th Annual Argentine Congress on Patient Safety, 
Infection Control and Epidemiology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buenos Aires, Argentina  11-12, September 2017 
www.adeci.org.ar 

IPS Annual Conference: Infection Prevention 2017  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Manchester, United Kingdom 

18th – 20th September, 2017 http://www.ips.uk.net/
education-events/annual-conf2017-home-
page/  

Annual Congress of the DGKH - 

14th Congress on Hospital Hygiene 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Berlin, Germany 18 to 21 March 2018  
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/event/14th-congress-hospital-
hygiene-2018 

Infection Control Society of Taiwan (ICST)  
30th International Congress of Chemotherapy and 
Infection (ICC) 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taipei, Taiwan 24-27, November 2017      
www.icc2017.tw 

18th Congress of the International Federation of      
Infection Control (IFIC) 

 

 

 

 

 

Krakow, Poland 25-27, April, 2018  www.IFIC2018.com 

 

http://www.adeci.org.ar
http://www.ips.uk.net/education-events/annual-conf2017-home-page/
http://www.ips.uk.net/education-events/annual-conf2017-home-page/
http://www.ips.uk.net/education-events/annual-conf2017-home-page/
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/event/14th-congress-hospital-hygiene-2018
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/event/14th-congress-hospital-hygiene-2018
http://www.icc2017.tw/
http://www.IFIC2018.com


28th European Congress of Clinical Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madrid. Spain  21-24 April 2018 http://www.eccmid.org/ 

APIC’s 45th Annual Conference  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA   
13-15 June 2018   http://ac2018.site.apic.org/ 

IPAC Canada 2018 Annual Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Banff, Alberta, Canada 27 - 30 May 2018 
https://ipac-canada.org/ipac-canada-annual-
conference.php  

 HIS 2018: UK: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liverpool, England 26-28, November 2018 
https://www.his.org.uk/events/his-2018/ 

17th Asia-Pacific Congress of Microbiology& Infection  
8th International Infection Control  Conference 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hong Kong, 30 August-2 September, 2018  
http://www.apccmi-iicc2018.hk/ 
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SAVE THE DATES! 

http://www.eccmid.org/
http://ac2018.site.apic.org/
https://ipac-canada.org/ipac-canada-annual-conference.php
https://ipac-canada.org/ipac-canada-annual-conference.php
https://www.his.org.uk/events/his-2018/
http://www.apccmi-iicc2018.hk/
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As  in  the  past  our  community of  users  drive  what  we  provide:  the National Resource  for Infection 
Control has now received a ‘face-lift’  using a new cutting edge technology and will be re- launched as 
the ‘International Resource for Infection Control (iNRIC) 2015 as part of International Infection Preven-
tion Week 2016.   

 
A research grant "NRIC meets ICAN" has also enabled us to reach out to our international col-
leagues in Africa. A survey study identifying infection prevention and control information needs of 
healthcare staff in Africa led the expansion of the evidence-based resources on iNRIC to support infection 
control professionals with local resources at the point of care in Africa. We also have exciting developments 
underway using mobile technology, apps and game-based training.  www.nric.org.uk   

 
 
 
ProMED - the Program 
for Monitoring Emerging 
Diseases - is an Internet-
based reporting system 
dedicated to rapid global 
dissemination of infor-

mation on outbreaks of infectious diseases and acute exposures to toxins that affect human health, in-
cluding those in animals and in plants grown for food or animal feed. Electronic communications ena-
ble ProMED to provide up-to-date and reliable news about threats to human, animal, and food plant 
health around the world, seven days a week.   
  

If you are not currently a subscriber, you can sign up for ProMED for free at: Subscribe  Readers can 
follow all of the ProMED networks  on Twitter and Facebook by clicking related icons on each of the 

network webpages. Start at: www.promedmail.org.  

 
Avenues to Access PROMED 

 
 

http://www.nric.org.uk
http://www.promedmail.org/aboutus/

